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RENEWABLE ENERGY 
CERTIF ICATE PROGRAM

L A  G R E E N

P R I C I N G
If you are a residential customer or a small 

commercial customer, you can choose to purchase 

LA Green in blocks of 100 kilowatt-hours at a 

premium of 50 cents over the existing rate. Large 

commercial customers are offered the option of 

selecting 1, 2, 3, 5, 10, 50 or 90 percent of monthly 

usage as the base upon which to compute the LA 

Green premium of a half cent per kilowatt-hour 

over existing rates. 

Example:  A residential customer who uses 500 

kilowatt-hours a month may select a single block (100 

kilowatt-hours), Twenty percent of this customer’s 

electric consumption would be covered by LA Green 

for an additional 50 cents per month on top of the 

normal electric bill. 

Example:  A large commercial customer who uses 

10,000 kilowatt-hours a month may choose to join LA 

Green at the 10 percent level, (1,000 kilowatt-hours). 

The additional monthly charge for LA Green would 

total $5.00 on top of the normal electric bill.



FREQUENTLY 
ASKED QUESTIONS

What is LA Green?  

LA Green is a renewable energy program that allows 

Department of Public Utilities’ customers to purchase 

renewable energy certificates.  

What are Renewable Energy Certificates?

Once electricity is fed onto the electric grid, it is impossible 

to identify where the electrons were generated (fossil fuel 

or renewable energy facilities). Therefore, when owners 

of qualifying renewable energy generation resources 

(such as wind, solar, and hydroelectric facilities) generate 

electricity, they are permitted to decouple the electricity 

from the renewable environmental attributes, creating two 

commodities: electricity and Renewable Energy Certificates 

(RECs_. When you purchase a REC and recouple it with your 

purchased electricity, you can say that your electricity is 

green. 

Where does LA Green RECs come from? 

Currently DPU generates RECs at the Abiquiu hydroelectric 

plant and from the one-megawatt solar array on the 

landfill off E. Jemez Road. DPU purchases additional RECs 

from qualifying sources, if the customer demand fueled 

by LA Green memberships is above the number of RECs 

generated through county-owned resources. 

By purchasing RECs, does this really help the 

environment?

Renewable energy reduces the need for conventional 

power generation, such as coal-fired power plants. It 

therefore reduces the emissions of pollutants into the 

air and streams by reducing the demand for this type of 

power.  The number of qualified producers of renewable 

energy will increase regionally and nationally as long as 

renewable energy demand continues to grow.

Los Alamos customers can join LA Green, the 

renewable energy program, for as little as $.50 per 

month.  By joining LA Green you are purchasing 

Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) that support 

electricity generation from a renewable source such 

as wind, solar or qualifying hydroelectric plants.   

LA Green membership is available to residential 

and commercial customers of the Los Alamos Dept. 

of Public Utilities.  It is highly customizable, with 

members electing how much LA Green to purchase. 

RATES & MEMBERSHIP LEVELS 

Residential & Small Commercial Customers can 

either: 

1) Purchase LA Green in “blocks” of 100 kilowatt-hours 

per month for a premium of 50 cents over the 

existing charges. 

a. The average customer might purchase up to 

three or four blocks,     

b. The number of blocks purchased cannot exceed 

90 percent of your minimum monthly usage from 

the previous 12 months,

2) Purchase LA Green for 90 percent of your monthly 

electric consumption at a half cent per kilowatt-

hour over the existing charge.  This means that the 

additional monthly billing amount for LA Green 

would fluctuate based on your actual usage.  

Large Commercial Customers can: 

1) Purchase LA Green at a half cent per kilowatt-hour 

over the existing charge at a level of your choice:1 

percent, 2 percent, 3 percent, 5 percent, 10 percent, 

50 percent or 90 percent of your monthly usage. 

The additional monthly billing amount for LA Green 

would fluctuate based on your actual usage.

L A  G R E E N Why does LA Green cost more money?  

The extra half cent per kWh revenue generated 

through LA Green is utilized by the department to 

research and potentially develop new renewable 

or carbon free generating resources, install 

facilities to be able to utilize such resources, 

such as EV Charging stations, “smart” inverters 

or transformers to accommodate more on site 

distributed generation, and on line resources to 

allow customers to monitor and manage their 

personal energy choices, and to provide education 

to our citizens on the impact we can make as a 

community on protecting the environment while 

still providing reliable energy supplies.”

How do I know that LA Green’s RECs were 

generated from renewable energy resources? 

All RECs are certified by the suppliers to be from 

a renewable energy resource in compliance with 

industry standards. Internally, the DPU reports to 

the Los Alamos Board of Public Utilities on the 

amount of LA Green sold, and the production or 

purchase of RECs to cover sales.

How do I sign up for LA Green? 

Call us at 662-8333, email us at CustomerCare@

lacnm. us, or visit us at the Customer Care Center, 

1000 Central Avenue.

Who can participate?  

Any residential or commercial customer who 

receives electricity from the Dept. of Public Utilities 

can elect to participate.  

What if I want to cancel? 

Customers can cancel at any time by contacting 

DPU.  If the request is received less than 1 day 

before the next billing cycle, the cancellation will 

be applied to the following billing cycle.  


